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Bonvalot and

in Central Asis.

the Amm, stopped at Khiva, and finally
Aesert of Ust-Urt, in the middle of
The narrative of these travels was sub-
published fn two volumes, and the
public showed so much interest i the work that
the travellers, incited doubtless by their own in-
_clinations lkewise, determined to make mnother
~expedition, fn which the reglon south of the
] Oxus should be explored. Thelr original purpose
was to cross Afghanistan into Indin, but in this
reckoned without the Afghans, who toole
the itinerary. The
travellers started from crossed the Cou-
easus hy rafl, then took borse and skirted .the
from Heshd, striking further
between the coaust and the
after leaving Tehernn. Thence
way to Meshed, Sarkha, and
contact with the Russians, who
troated them hospitably, and with whose progress
pacitying and civilizing the region o recently
[ by the Tekke Turecomans—now the most
penceable and industrious of people—they were
much impressed.
An pttempt to enter Afghanistan encountered
& check on the threshold. They were stopped
at onee and detained until orders could be ob-
tained from Tshak Khan, the ohief who subse-
quently revolted against Abdar-Ralman  Khan
After o tedious detention, which the Frenchiftn
endeavored to lighten in all possible ways, orders
“artived for the expulsion of the party. This was
. done oourteodsly, but peremptorily, and then, af-
ter considerable discussion with their TRussian
friends, the travellers determined to attempt the
erossing of the Pamir, though many persons de-
clared the journey impracticable on mccount of
the snow. They were not to he deterred, however,
and baving obtained guides who were familine with
the great plateau and the diffioult approaches 1o
it, and provided an amount of warm olothing,
provisions, ete., sufficient apparently for an
Arcfic voyage, they proceeded to the further end
of Ferghana, and made the small foot-hill town
of Osch thelr point of departure. Theneeforward
_ diffienltics sccumulated. The crossing of the Alni
Mountains and the Alsi plateau was enough to
have taken the heart out of less resolate ad-
ventirers. They had to struggle day after day
through snow often more than six feet deep in
the shallowest places; where horses and men wero
continually plunging into fathomless drifts, from
which they had to be bauled or dug out; where
the eold was so intense that more than once the
mureury froze: Where, beeause of the low tem-
perature, it was hard to get food conked properly,
and where the lenst exposure of cheeks, mose,
Jips or hands to the sir wes followed by frost-
Blte or blisters or peeling away of the skin,
The colimate was smazing. Sometimes the
meroury would show 100 degrees in the sun, and
sevesnl degrees below zero in the shade at the
¢ame time. The blinding glare of the snow
serionsly nffected the eyes of nearly all the party,
notwithstanding the constant use of eolored spee-
tnéles, After making an elevation of ten thousand
foot, above the sea level the severe exertion of
wading through the snow and climbing was ot-
tended with pulmonary paing Several hnd
hemorrhages, all had splitting hendnches; they
sufferod from parching thirst, which could not
be quenched by eating snow. Presently the

 horses began to give out, and many of the poor
ﬂmmwhlhnﬂmd. The Kirghiz whom

the travellers had engaged to out and beat paths
through the Alai soon had more than enough
of the severe labor, and those who were with
the pack-horses showed some ‘pationnl traits by
glyly dropping sacls of barley and other pro-
visions along the route, of course, with the fnten-
tion of recovering and approprioting the plunder
Inter. Everything, even to wood for fuel, had
to b carried, for not until the Pamir was reached
eonld they hope to find the fucl of the region,
which consists of shicep * chips” of the kind pro-
vided by the buffalo of our Western plains (when
the buifalo still existed).

« B
Tha eoold was bitter. Through the narrow,

‘rooky passes np which they were struggling the
wind rushed as with a conscions hostile purpose,
and when the snow fell, too, the situation was as
exnsperating and almost as disheartening ns pan
be imagined. But though the Kirghiz formed a
plot ta abondon the expedition, and but for a
‘fortunate espionage might have carried it out,
the explorers refused 1w hear of stopping, and the
strong European wills, backed by repeating rifies
and revolvers, inevitably carried the day. The
Pamir was at Isst reached, and while this wus
really only the beginning of the journey, it wus
regarded as assuring succes: to the expedition.
'Of course there wns the usual trouble with guides
‘and natives of all sorts. The Pamir is a desolate
region generally, but it is doubtful whether its
Joneliest parts are not preferable to those which
are inhabited ; for, according to M. Bonvalot, it
is » kind of Asintic Alsatla, or No-Man’s Land,
where all the desperadoes and fugitive criminals
from Afghanistan, Bokhars, Kashgarin, Chinn,
the Taldik and clsewhere, are in the habit of re-
sorting, ns to # country where no sheriff’s writ ot
king's or emir's mandate runs These tough
characters have a regular seale of treatment for
travellere  If the latter are weak, they are mur-
dered. If they arc strong, they are (if possible)
blackmailed. The staple recourse is to
that some neighboring ruler puts a veto upon the
advance of the travellers; or that they must halt
until instructions are received from the gaid ruler,
M. Bonvalot usunlly adopted the practical course
of paying ns little attention as possible to their
demands. If it wns convenient for him to halt
s day or two, he halted. If he d&id not find It
desirable to Lalt, be went on.
He' of courss avoided open quarrels as care
tully a5 possible, but when he wanted Yak men
his baggage, and the Kirghiz would not
to him, he sometimes * requisitioned”
the practice familiar in our time, and
semi-savages lie met nnder-
him too hard ho was
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the route of such commerce as existed a thousand
s infested as mow by fugitives,
Jawleas savage tribes, and very
probsbly its later and worse condition only im-
proved when the merchants and traders forsoolk
the difficult route—gladly enough, no doubt, even
if it possesssd only its native ferrors.

M. Bonvalot and his party suffered much from
cold and fatigue, but they were never in danger
of starvation, nor did their supplies of protective
clothing fail them. On the whole, it must be con-

desperadocs and

sidered that they made the journey under the most | hand

favarable conditions possibleand if, therefore, they
found it so trying an undertaking, it may Tnirly
be concluded that for less thoroughly equipped
travellers it would be quitd jmpractieable—at
least, at the time of year chosen by these ex-
plorers. The askal, or mountain sheep, n slender
animal more resembling the gazelle family than
the sheep of our Western territories, and very
timid an agile, rarely afforded the party a meal
of fresh meat. The sheep driven up Into the
Pamir during the summer must be a peeculinrly
puny breed, for M. Bonvalot states that one of
them weighed—when flayed, we presume, though
he does not say so—no more than seven or eight
pounds; that is, the weight of a moderate shaed
leg of American mutton. As to the yaks, they
appenr to be of lttle utility, unless they are re-
garded, in our traveller's phrase, as “ tinned beef
on lega® They are too weak in winter to carry
burdens, and the best that ean he said.of them
is that they endure severe cold well, ns with their
enormous shaggy conts thoy eertainly ought to.
There are nlsog{mm on one of the Pamirs (for
the platesu is divided by com tively low
sanges of hills into several parts), but it does not
appenr that this party enught sny of them, thou gh
one Wwas seen. yond this .-u:um¥ founa, the
whole elevated region is barren of life, save when
the Kirghiz shepherd cut-throats enliven it with
their unsavory, ff pleturesque, pourts.

An attempt was wade 1o stop and turn back
the expedition by some Clilnese, who, ns usuunl, pre-
wnd&lp;rdms from their authorities, but M. Bouva-
lot and his companions had learned by this time
that | tkeir only hope of success lay in pushing
forwnrd, and, despite sovernl involuntary halts,
they finally got ACross the Poamir and began 10
descend on the side of India. The extreme iffioul-
tles'of the travel had so exhnusted both men and
animals, and the time consumed hnd so exceeded
all estimates that on approachin the British

ons the travellers found themselves mnot

r from destitution. This temporary poverty
was ngainst them in their intercourse with the
people, moreover, for these latter appeared to
gauge the ymportance of ull * Peringhes” by the
supply of rupecs r.lm{ could muster. Fortunntely
o letter sent on by M. Bonvalat to the Governor-
Geneinl received a prompt and cordinl_response,
and with the answer to it came i timely bag of
rupees, which removed the most scrions ditlienliies.
Once |n Indig, hardship was at an end, and gen-
erous hospitality smoothed the path of the tired
voyagers down to the sea, where they tool pus-
sage  for  home, well  satisfied, as findeed
the had remson to  be with  their
Yol and  successful  adyenture. They
did wot encounjer Aany Vvery thrilling experi-
encea: they were not called upon to fight for thelr
Jives, either against wild men or beasts; hut cer-
tainly the climatie ils and vicissitades throngh
which they .4 were such as to try the

strongest mmrz!uﬂun. and probably they owed
theie escapn from all overt aots of violence only
to the vigilance with which they ol-.-li'r\'vrl‘ 11.--|r|
frequently untrastworthy neighbors, M. DBouvn- |
lot's narrative is sprightly and interesting, and
contains much new information ahout & port of
the Centrat Asian region, which, though plentifully |
written about, cannot ns yel be said to be at nll |
ly kpown. The volumes nre illustrated |
and a considerable roportion of the en-
8 earefully exeented.  The
aithiul, and is certainly
to the permancnt
furnished with o

rofuse
Erarinms e spirited anid

transiation appears to be
in good Enull‘u An index adds

value of the work, and it 1s also
good routc-map.
——

NOVELS AND TALES.
BRET HARTE'S NEW STORY.

16mo, pp. 200. Boston:
by

258,

CRESSY. Dy Bret Tiarte.

Houghton, Mdlin & Lo.

IANCE JUNCTION.
the author of Cape Cod Folks.

Boston: Cupples & Hurd
COMMODORE JUNK. By G. Manvills Fenn.

pp. 347, Cassoll & Co.

A SHOOKING EXAMPLE, AND OTHER BKETCHES.

{E{I Franees Courteray Baylor. 12mo, pp. I

Iadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co.

Thors s somo very good work in Tiret Harie’s
new story. It contalns & curfous and eareful study
of a type of frontler charaster, which, though often
{ntroduced In fletion before, has never begn more
subsly and effectively analyzed. In the description of
Californis gcenery and camp and mining-town 1fe
Mr, Harte coptinues to be without an equal and It 18
s Jong time since a prettier picture than that of the
old schoal-house in the clearing has been drawn, This
and the quaint scenes of school lifo, with the srute
delineations of childish ways and tendeneles, are quite
fresh and In &n unaccystowed mAanner; but the
herolne, Cressy, and her father and mothor are dls-
tinotly originsl and  strongly marked conceptions.
Hiram M'Kinstry, the Southern-born squatter, who
Hves in o perpetusl foud with another family of
squatters, the enemies fighting flercoly over land to
which nelther party has the shadow of & titlo: M
M'Einstry, the strangely unsexed front fer-bred waoman,
who cherishes the family fruds even more bitterly
and fuplseably than her husband, and almost will
ingly offers up her kith and kin gpon the altar of
blood-revengn; Cressy herself, tho beautiful, wild,
\gnomnt, passionate, selfssorificlng creature Who
deliberately kills out her strong yearnings after a
fuller 1ife than she can hope for In her proper clrcie—
oach and all of these tesms with Indiviiualism, and
s true to naturs In soms of her strongest and most
diMoult moods.

FAR, FAR WEST.
12mo, PP.

12mao,

Ford, the schoolmaster, with his fickleness, h's
X quences, and his controlling self

{shness, 1s & type this author I8 fond of peproducing: |
natiurml no doubt, but not sympathetie, and here ruthor |

too obviously employed ns a foll to Cressy. Ford,
Indeed, comes and goes unknown. Nelthor his ante-
cedents nor his futum are disclosed, All that s
seen of Mm Is that he loses two women, and plainly
dosorves to have lost them. Dabmey, or Dauligny,
the old miner who begins by passing for a slmpleton
and ends by blossoming out as & milllonaire, I8 less
real than any of the other chamcters. There have
been mnd still  are plenty who resembis  hilm
as he first alppeurs; ‘but then such people
In aoctual s generally end where they began;
they do not develop fnto rieh men. Mr. Jarie has
explolted the California small boy of the mining villags
specles with fortunate boldness, and this s a par
tieularly inieresting element In “ Cressy.”  There Is
an unfinished sppearance about the story, however,
which Is rather vexatious. liut for this we should be
Inclined to rank “Cressy® as tho strongest of this
writer's long storfes, and even with this defoct we are
not sure that It doos not-deserve that estimate.

In " Lastchance Junotion™ Sallle Prait M'Lean
hos made an experiment whigh we should not advise
her to repeat.  The admirers of ¥ Cape Cod Folks” and
ber other photographio studies of New-England soolety,
mannoers, customs and ways of lfe snd thought will
surely fall to pecognize the haod with which they
thought themselves famillar In this queer and erude
boolk. The reuder s taken Into scenss and clrcles
with which it s evident that the authior hass abuo-
lutely no direoct aequamtance. The difference botwoen
observation and imagination was never more sharply
Mustrated, and it s made painfully apparent that the
(magination hore 88 auything but wigorous. Thers
Is no reallsm In the sttompted pletures of fur Westorn
Mo, . No ltfe tn the far West was over at all ko
these fanciful reprosontations. Thero is plenty of
erimo and wiokedness, but (b Is not the right kind.
As to the distogue, it Is wildly fmpossiblo, No mat
ter how bad the charncters are, there I about all of
thesn somothing which sug & Course at A young
ladies’ seminary. It is pot, Mre M'Lenn apposm
fo think, usual for murderers, brigands and oullaws
to take palatisd mansions on “ Nob HiI" {u Ean Fran-
osen, and keep np & “wound of revelry by night® for
wooks together whils employing the daylight hours in
variegated orime. Nelther ean such o siory as that

of Luocio Dorne, the high-tired young Downeastar who

fell In Jove with a bold bad cowboy at first sight, and
runs away with him to her lastiog unbapploess, be of
the most cieful charactor, Bnobomish, the salnt, would
bo & much more odifying porson I, instead of permitfing
his wioked brother to rob and ruln him, he had, to uss
& far-Western colloquialism, * jumped upon® that dis
creditablo relative, and puiverized him.  But there is
altogether too much false sentiment o the story, which
indeed fs artifiotal and untrue to nature and art from
beginning to end, By sll means lot tha author give us
a8 many more “ Cape Cod Follis® a4 sho pleasss, but
no more exoursions In the fashlon of “ Lastchance
Junction.® :

. Mr, Fenn bas written rather 8 woak and ehlldish
novel in ¥ Commodore Junk® It appears to bo an at-
tempt to follow Mr. Besant's models, but, It so, it
“ commodore Junk” & an lm-
possiblo | through
& serles of equally fmpossiblo  adventures

bocome: ® pifsts king, so to spesk, fuor donning

| dear and winsume

| maseultne habiliments sho takes the place of a not x

seasonably hanged brother, and  earrios

terror along the Afrioan ewtul‘ﬂ! as far ns Central
Ameriea, 'The way In which this young person per-
forms a sort of nsutleal adaptagion of Lady Maoboth

and “!iho-thn-musl.-h:-awred' polled Into oue may
excite onvy among the authors of dime novels, but
with all its ingenulty it cannot be rogarded as eon-

ducive to the progress of art. This story, morcover,
is doubly defective. 1f 1ts actien 14 hul;muu and in-
credible, its dialogue is flat and m{:, W ﬂ?wr&-
tlon. Mr, Fenn has done s0 much 'ﬁf-.%'"' than
this that such a fasco I8 the less to le at his

.

e fiftesn short storles and sketches in this volume
of 1:;1-: Haylor's cover & good rangn of subjeots.
They embrace several papors which nlhnr' belong to
the essay class than to that of short stories ; or to that
kind of discursive article which for many re:n was
an espeoinl favorite with w Chumbers's Journal. It &
not often that an author writes better long th.n.n short
gtories, at least as regards Amerfenn authors; but win
are (nelined to think that Miss Baylor's novels am

decidedly better than her skotehos. In the latter sho

; t fault
somotimes comos perilously near heaviness; &
never to bo observed In hef povels, which are Indesd

v ble. The livelisat
allarly bright, Hvely and nim t
rn;er In this volume Is that entitied ® Our Organist,
and there the drmatie form s employed with com!d;
erable siuli. «The first story, # A shotking Example,
suffers from the undue diatention of a normally thin
{dea; the joko belng on® which would have afforded
vitality to a erisp skoteh of hall a dozon pages, but
which when strofohed over fivo-and-twenty becomes
almost tos tenuous: The want of proportion between
the lmportance of the depousment and lh:;l pmctim:
e s notleeabld {n more than one o
t‘.lr:]fir?hsihmt::_z. hl()lfmsnt the most Interesting papers is
that entitled * In and Around & Ikn?uwh-llul. which
appenrs to hate furnfshed the oppor unity for publish-
ing fragments of a genuine ok correspondence, con-
taning manoy quains and curigys reminisconcos of
eolonial times and manners. In * {'_ﬁi'ldul'.k . Holdost
there 1§ » parallelism with one of Thackeray's papers,
which, of course, % merely due o similarity of snb-
oot " A% a whole the volume will bo found tuﬂ'lrlnnui
interesting and lighted up by flashes of kean and qulc
ohservation.

o et
ABOUT BOOKS AND WRITERS.

Deland did not attaln the art of suc-
through tentative offorts  in
fietion; she never oven wrote & short _ltiun' until
after she put “John Ward® on paper She i1s now
writing a mnew novel, 1n spile of the apparent
unorthodox tendenclos of @ John Ward,” Mra Deland
remalns hersol! a stout ehurch woman.

Lloyd 6. Brice has written 8 new novel, which
Brentano will soon pubilish under the title of “ The
Romance of an Alter Ego."

The documents relating o the United States which
1 in his researches among the

sy John Durand found
Frenoh achives will soon be published fn & volume

by Holt & Co. Many eplsodes of the American
Revolution are made clear therain.

The Scoteh songs which Mrs. Rives-Chanler eon-
tribttes to ¥ Tiarper® are not good enough to atons
for their dlatect; and thelr Malect 1s not acourate
enough to carry thetr phetienl unimportance. Mirs,
Chuanler's gropings for her * forte® are interesting in
& way, but they mre not lterature.

Margaret
cessful novel-writing

M. Goorge Moore declares that ho intends to
avenge himself upon the American publishers Wwho
brought out an « ynauthorized second edition™ of
his “Confesstons of = Young Man"; and to that
end he Is going to poblish hore an edition of his
own, containing sixty pagns of fresh matter. In
the preparation of theso pagrs an Anarican friend
eollaborates with him, snd this will secure &n
Amercan eopyright It is much to ha feared that
sr. Moore will find, when his editlon comes out,
that the American market has already had all It
wanted of bis book

Mr. Clark Russell has long been & suffering eripple
from rheumatism. Ho has tried all sorts of remedies
—oven a long voyagn o the Cape—and has at last
found rellel st mn English therapeutie establishment,
whore the pine trestment Is given. Hore the sufferer
Inhales, swallows, bathes in, and ia rabbed with the
pasenee of the plne, .

It 15 vehemently stated by “‘The Atlanta Censtitu-
ton® that no Bouthern Comgressman of intelll genos
s opposed to the International copyright uil But
what about the unintelligent Congrossmen, btoth
Northern and Southern?

“The Romahes of & Ehop® s the title of & novel
which Cupplea & Hurd are about to publish, It Is
the work of Miss Amy Levy, an English Hebrew, a
pieity, gentle brunette of twenty-five, Bba ‘was 8
student of Nownham Collegs, where she Is sald to
bave distinguished horsell Ly wearing wondrous
aesthetle dresses, and sllll more by writing some
charmi-g translations of Helne sod original pocms.
after loaving ¢ d]u,"e‘ her father suffored soum
serious money losses, and she determined to carn
her ltving by writing ULealdea pocms, has
contributed many short storics 10 “Temple Ba® snd

other magazl

Boun

phae

nes.

A new writer, Mr. Harry P. Robinson, appears In
W The Atlantle™ with a clever story having a clever
titls, “The Gift of FornSeed" The little plot Is
workad out with unusual artistio power, and the sense
of intense life of the epirit deprived of its eorpareal
ype by & dose of # fern seed” |5 admirsbly con-

Rosamund Oliphant, the widow of Laurenes
Oliphant, will eontinue her husband's work at Halfs,
and will be assisted by two Scotchmen, who have
become converted 1o ¥ Belentific Religlon.™

It sppears from Miss Wheeler's portmait of Mrs.
F. . Burnott, pablished in “ The Literary News,"”
thet the Iatter Indy is » dark eyed person about
elghteon yeurs old.

Full of the freshness and swortness of summer, wWoixl
and ol and stream $s “ Corldon’s Song,” In the over
“ Angler® of old Walton. Hugh
Thompson has put into his drawings for * The English
IMiustrated Magazine® all the most sfractive spivit of
the song and s pr'r'..-L

The scens of Mr Robert Louis Stevenson's next
novel s said 1o shitt from Londom to the Bouth

Gens., He Is thinking of calling It “ The Gaol-Iird,”
and he will publish it In the sutumn,

Mre. Mona Caird, the originator of the erazy
question, “Is Marriage s Fallure!® has edited, with

Me Oseas Wikde, s curfous Httde book of sketches,
A friepd of Mre. Wide's, while this guestion was
meing In “The Telegraph,” smused bimself by
making imaginary skeiches of the writars of the
publistied letters; these now form an smuslng eol-
lection, and w few of Mr, Wilde's oplgrams aro wddod.

A copy of the first American edition of Robert
Burns's pooms, bearing the aulogeaph ‘and book.
plate of Washington, bas Just been suld In Chicago
for §L50.

Miss Margarst Loe, the author af the navel “ Falth-
ful or Unfalthful,® which Mr. Gladstone has been
writing about, 1 & sisterin-law of Mr  Alfred
Brennan, the artist

m——

AUTHOR AND EDITOR.

From The Philsdelphbla Press,

A young lady recently wrote to m leading ran,
to mado tfn' following very lbetal pmwnlflu.a:w‘“

Dear Sir: 1 you wish 1 will write & Novel s
In ske as *the guick snd the Demd,” 1o nvultiil::
Rives, for February numbers Of your magasine tho
Wile o be * Love or passion 1" with the understanding
kEh_ll. it shall be publlshed veder the non de plume ol

Yam" 1 ‘.n. wish 1 will send my pleture for the
frontispioes also to be eallod * Yam.™  Also astondin
to the terms under which Miss Kives had her Nove
|:ulil![a|..‘.1_
: my offer ls accopted let me know jmme
e o Ry Py P n mediatoly,

I don't know how wmany people thoere are In the
eountry who have drunas 1ying already writton In
thelr bureaus, but the pubbeston of * Herod and
Marlamng” !:mn;ilul down upon us an avalapche of
tragedies, Fhiymed and nurhymed.  In many owses tho
authors weoe kind enough to Mform us that thelr
production was far superior to Miss Ltives', ‘Iils,
ihideed, 15 o common hablt with smseur magazinists
—t0 Inform the editer of the tomparatlve merlis of
lhr!r[ eoniributions o s

* 1t may not be ve ood," they say (the aly
thay know only too “:fl 10w highly the vuiua‘ ll:ll:uT:
ab Wl events, It 1§ equal, 1f Dot superior, to #ome of
the milk and water stuff that you publish f your
magazine,” Or: “Whatever the merits of this
artigln, 1 am sure {6 &5 nol vaulty to say that 1 i
better than the dreary platitudes of Howells and
Jamea®  Or: ¥ You must not expect a‘David Cop-

rileld’ or & *Vaolty Fulr'; yet, In spite of the many
mperiections of this story, I,I‘lll will pardon m
rmu niu I Hatter mysnall that I enn eater 1o the read-
ng'rkm Iie :lt our ﬁf;mfiun.' WY

e grent ma of oont tors acoo
ful P—-lh‘l I%, in wllence. autp:o:::‘;:

m will_pot dle without making u sign. The letter

declipailon s occusionally returned to the editorial
office with the words “ Chestnuts® or “ Rats® sorawled
nerows it, and occastonally the editor gets & vigorous
bit of seolding. A lady Informed him that it was not
that he should assure hor that the rejection
of a Ms did not lmply a want of terary merit,
Anothar drow herself up indignantly and repudinted
ahy nmrhmi gomphment In uﬂmminerl" o by
nmf hat she now very walkher mnulcd;t did not
lack ‘Hn mrjl. b‘_‘M that she didn't have to be
remindod L , but very seldom pro-
tests from the rejocied takte the form ul'wmnu
abuse.  In lettars: of this soM the editor has seen
himself deseribed ns sour,” “mole.oyed,” ¥ Indifferent
ta g“l;iﬂm rouchos of tho Inteliigent® “dull® and

anou

{

~ MUSIC IN LEIPSIC.

CONSERVATISM AND ITS CONSEQUENCES—
NERR NIKISCH.
(FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT OF THE TRIDUNE.]

. Lelpsio, Janunry 22,

The Boston orchestra that has secured Mr. Ar.
thur Nikiseh, of Leipsic, ns its conductor for the
next three sensons has obtalned one of the ablest
and most progressive gonduotors in Germany to-
day. The Boston management, however, will not
by nny means reccive the thanis of the rea
musical people of Leipsio; for when Mr, Nikiso
leaves this city for the New World he will take
awsy one of the strongest influences that have
kept the eity in touch with the onward movement
of modern art, Mr. Nikisch, in his enpacity na
conductor of the Leipsie City Thentre, hus main-
tafned iv nmoug the first three or four opers
houses In Germany : and by his activity here as
well s by his zeal in forwarding the progressive
aims of the Lisztserein, he hns been n powerful
stimulus in the midst of the erusty conservatism
that pervpdes this ancient musie city.

The truth is that the real importance of Letpsic as
o musical centre Is viewed in Amerien in something
of & historical light that is not by any means in
ancordance with the facts of to-day, Undoubtedly
Loipsie, though but a small provinclal ity of
Saxony, has had & pre-eminent name in musieal
matters for nearly two centuries, ‘The old Thomas
school nnd it eantor, who was slwnys a distin-
guished muslolan of the day, Bach, whose best
aotivities were given t3 that position, the Gewnnd-
haus orchestra, and finally the Conservatory, with
Mendelssohn as its head, and the brilliant assem-
hlage of instroctors under him, to say nothing of
the opra which even fn Wagner's bayhood
was one of the hest in Germany—all
these have given TLeipsic more musical enjoy-
ments and probahly better ones than any other
single German city in the past could offer, The
result of all this has been a eurlous self-satisfled
spirit In the town; a reputation for “ culture”
and o pride in its reputation that bear n marked
resemblanes to similar teaits in o distinguished
New-England eity. There are, in fact, many
points in which Lelpsic might be called the
“ modern Athens® of Germany. The letters of
Mendelssobn, written in the midst of the negotin-
tions that ultimntely brought him to Leipsio, give
many amusing glimpses of the immaculate town.
Never was there anything equal to the culture of
“these Leipsicers.” Everybody went to the Ge-
wandbnns concerts, precisely as they do now, which
is very much like o similor institution in the
Ameriean Athens, where attendance is also ob-
ligatory upon the elect; they went Into weekly
ecstusies over them, and could poss exhaustive
eriticisms upon everything that was played there.
When to all the rest the Conservatory was added,
bringing there permanently Mendelssohn, Schu-
mann, Moscheles, Dovid, Hauptmann, Richter and
the others, there was no renson why Leipsic was
pot the real hub of the musieal universe. The
self-sntisfaction of the Leipsicers reached its high-
water mark.

There it has 1emained ; but to those who visit
the place nowndays with the apprecintion of what
{s being done in music elsewhere, in Germany and
out, and how 1t is being done, there appears much
about Leipsie thot is not inspiring. In teet, if
there is not exnetly deendence indieated in what
one sees and hears here, there is at least a notable
fallure to keep up with the modern movement in
music. Ope may well doubt whether Beethoven
woulid go into the same eccstasies over Loipsie's
musical setivity now, that he did to Roehlitz in
1822, when he thought a mere reading of the
{ist of what they played there wus o delightful
and absorbing occupution.

The Gewandhaus fnstitution is responsible for
most of this rigld conservetism in the musical
eity. It so absorbs and appropristes the entire
acsthetio life of the place that its charaoter dom~
inates nll that goes on in this sphere in Leipsio.
With & perieanent orchestra of seventy or eighty
admirabls performers, one of the finest buildings
in the world devoted solely to connert purposes,
and the support of au old and aristooratic SOGSLY
that is upon almost as firm o basis ns the Gov-
ernmoent itself, the Gewnandhaus §s doing little
else but treading over and over again the paths
of fifty and sixty years ago. Heineake, for thirty
yeurs ns the hend of it and also of the Conserva-
tary, thus stands in & double cupacity as Men-
delssohn's successor, and appears bound not to
see heyond the mental horizon that eireumseribed
the musienl wotld of those days. If2 knows not
at all, or at best only as n hnlf-explored and dan-
gerous countey, the fuir domain of modern thought
{n musical art, either a8 to areation or ps to tnter-
pretation. The works of the modern schonls, or
of any school outside of Germany, are rare and ap-
parently unwelcome inteuders mto CGewandhaus
programmes, and even they come there, for the
most part, ns & necessary evil attending the ap-
pedrance of some great soloist.

The music fows under Reineoke's baton s
Wagner said it did under Mendelssohn's, like the
water from a town pump. The Gewnnidhaus or-
chestra plays with an abundant facility and flu-
ency, and ierr Heineoke pays o eertain amount
of nttention to the more ohvious of the composer's
expressed wishes, But that same indifference to
emotional and intelleotual content charncterizes
his condueting that eharncterized Mendelssohn's
Wagner speaks with feeling of the difficulty he
had In ersdieating the teaces of the Intter from
the Leondon FPhilharmonic orchestra, whioh he
condneted fifteen years after Mendelssohn's denth.
Of fire nnd passion and * Sechwung,” of elnsticity
and freedom of tempo, even of such technical
mntters ns fine phrasing and deeisive and acourate
sttnok. one hears hears nothing at all in the Ge-
windhaus orchestrs. It is rarely lueid, rarely
sympathetio in ita tone quality, and apparently
pever can rench o true pianissimo. The grand-
motherly faes of Reinecke —* Herr Professél
Knpelimelster Doctor Heinecke,” as he 18 upon
the Gewnndhaus progeammes—beams upon the
nalf-dogzen nged directors of the society, sitting
smong the entire wealth and fashicn of Lelpsio
in thair unpurchasablo scats, ench a prized family
peirloom, and all aze convinced that such musio
anid such culture never existed outside of favored
Lelpsie.

Fortunately the Gewandhaus influznee I8 nov
quite sll-prevading in Lelpsic; and to the man
shortly to be added to the ranks of American con-
duetors is due much of the erdit that it s not.
The City Opera House has been liberally man-
aged; under Mr. Nikisoh's lendership it shows
most of the musical qualitics that the Gewnnd-
haus fails in, The Lisztverein cares, so far s its
limited resources allow, for the various Interests
of modern musioal aotivity outside of opera. In
this Nikiseh has played n dominating part.  le
(s » man of strong personality, ond it Baves the
stamp of virlle and vigorous musicianship upon
whatever he undertakes. It i safe to say that
tha only really strong orchestral performances
Leipsic hins had for mapy years have been under
his direction.

There 1§ no doubt that Mr. Nilkisch will male
& notable addition to the ranks.of conductors in
Amerfea; and, though Americans who are hore
for purposes of study or of pleasure will miss one
of the strongest figures in Lolpsic, they will con-
sole themselves with the thought that it is thelr
gountrymen's goin, and & loss which they theme
selves ean casily repaie by going home,

THE WESTERN STYLE OF OOURISHIP,

From The Chicago News.

Ladies of Bosion who oome In contact for the flret
tme with the wild Western spocles of courtship must
po immeasurably astrnished by It Yot do
moet with this uneouth eoldental institution, soom
to Mo It pretty wuﬂ. Look, for losance, at the Hos-
ton widow who became scquainted with an Av
man In SL Louls the other duf. T had never
mn eath other before, this clreumstance was

ked sipon by (ho nrdent lover 68 & more trohnicality
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The Boston widow who ah in ono hour,
Gt. Louls time, Is not ldo
the rest of her sex In the

d 'gm ‘ﬁ however, are planty
s 0of others. on, . :
abouts, and most of them are trying lo marry. Bub
had this attractive widow appropriated & man
Esst, a thousand spinsters would have o :
What, another! Oh, the greedy thing! RODS
of had sven one.”
I all this g e The un

u
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Bo eulty In discovering ft.
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ART NEWS AND COMMENTS,
THE WEEK IN ART CIROLES.

SALEY OF WATER COLORS—NOTES ON PAINT.

INGS, MINIATURES AND PRINTS.

The first week of the water.enlor exhibition at the
Aendemy has been successful as regard sales in spito
of the loss of two days . It is probable that the
“costume reception”  really helped the  sales,
although It might bo diffoult to establish s direot con-
nection.  But there have been abundant proofs of &
substantial Intercst In water-colors, and the amount
of the salés {s now nearly $12,000, The atlempt to
maks more of painter stchlngs in the Etching Club
exhibition bas met with an encouraging reception, and
the sales are wald to be unusually large.

Among tha pletures sold in the course of the past
week are the following: “Wild Pastures,” Fidella
Lridges, 875 “ Solomon’s Temple, Grand Canon of the
Colorado,” SBamuel Colman, $600; * The Closs of Day,”
Henry Farrer, 860 ; “ An Old Salt,” L, C. Earle, #100;
“Tho Parson’s Daughtor,” Percy Moran, 875; “My
Lady Bo-Peep,* F. 8. Church, 350 “Tho Shores of
Bude,” W. T. Richards, 8800; “ An Autumn Moming,"
Bruco Crane, §100; “ Evening at Lydd,” H. W. Ranger,
#125; “ Wintry Woods,” C. W. Eaton, 870; “ A Coast
Village,” O. A. Platt, $300; * Winter Evening,” Carle-
ton Wigglns, 880; “Spring Morning,® De Lancey W.
Gill, B50; * Daneing Girl® J. L. G. Ferrls, #325;
“Autamn,® J. F. Murphy, 875; “ Work,” Newton A.
Waells, $160; “ Ever Thine,” J. A. MeDougall, #350;
“0ld Clovelly Skipper,® Walter Satterlee, #75; “ An
Afternoon Call," J. L. G. Ferris, §200; “Clouds and
Bhadows,” C. H Eaton, 850; “ Expectancy,® F. C.
Jones, 8100; “ A Yellow Twilight,* Jullan Rix, §125;
“On Far Rockaway Beach,® A. T. Bricher, #175;
“Near the Lighthouse,” W. J. Whittemore, #76; “A
Game of Chess,* J. L. G. Ferrls, #150; “ Forgotten
Labor,” B. W. Clinedinst, #80; “Springtime,* W. O,
Fitler, #20; “The Autumn Woods,® Henry Farrer,
#225; “Winter Afterncon,® W, 8, Macy, #80; “ An
Interesting Btory,” Leon Moran, $100, and * Dart-
moor,” 8, P'. R. Triscott, 8125,

Ministure palritiog has seemed In danger of be.
ecoming a lost art, but the exhiblifon of Mr. Gerald
B, Hayward's work at the Avery Gallery is & reminder
that a few practitioners are still at work G6ince
the death of Me. Shumway five years ago, It has
been diffieult to name any American artist who has
earned o special reputsation as a miniasture painter,
aithough something has boen dons here, In Phila-
delphla, and In Boston. In Newport, also, the
memory of Malbone has  helped to Inspire
neoaslonal (nterest in the art.  But it is a countryman
of Cosway who has done the most of late to Nlustrate
minlature painting hero and In Boston, although
even In England the famous school which Cosway
reprosonted has left few descondants. Mr. Hay-
ward exhibits some seventy miglatures palnted by
himself, with a few examples of the old schools.
One, a portralt of Leonardo, has been ascribed to
Cosway, but tho owner hlmself speaks with com-
mendnble reserve.  There Is a charming face pesping
from beneath a broad hat, which was paintsd by
Saniual Shelley, and another partralt was painted by
Pettito. Mr. Hayward's own work Includes por-
tralts of many peopls who are prominent in the
social Ufe of this ecity, Brooklyn, and Boston, to-
gether with several portesits of children, It s
tmposaible to dwell upon these examples of & charm-
lng &rt, an art representing the reflnement and
deliesey which we lke to associnte with the *old
school® of gentlefollk But It may be sald that
Mr. Hayward appoars to have fulfilled many different
requirements In & manner satisfactory %o his sitters,
and his lkenesses geem well-considered, carefully
excouted and exact. Possibly there |s something

uf the _photographio exsctness and hardness here |

and there, and the coloring Is occasionally forced
Tue purplish tinge to be seen In certain grays s
clearly no advantage, but fault-finding is & thankless
task in the prosence of work meaning so much care,
judgment and dellcacy in exeontion. This 1s the
first exhibition of minlatures which we have had
for & long time, and those who care for this delight-
ful, old-fashioned art will be Interested in the present
opportunity.

The paintings collseted by E. H. Capen and W, L.
Warren will be placed upon exhibition at the American
Art Gallerfes on February 2. Mr. Capen, who is the
president of Tufts College, has collneted examplos of
modern French art varying in their importance, but
described s usually of One quality, even though some
af the number are only sketches and studies, The com-
bined eollections contaln saven examples of Daublgny,
four of Decamps, four of Millet, soven of Rousseau,
seven of Carot, six of Troyon and two of Gerfcault. At
{he sams time thare is to be an exiubjtion and sale of
Chinsse porcelains, desoribed as brought to thls coun-
try by two mandarins of Tientsin who are dealors,
Theso gentlemen rejoles in the names of Wong Shih
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CALLING ON THE EDITOR.
THE TRAVELS OF A NOVICE IN QUEST OF &
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stammered: “Oh, any of him[" for
pared myself to deal with one.
himself awsy, and I sat down on a chalr
mmmswwwummu
a dozen or two editors would eome out and ask
which I wanted 1

A lady who has written for twenty

Fears

me she was only fourteen when she started out

Editor was simply Uks the other men
everyday life and I grew at my ease.
with the MS. in his hand and told me he thought they
would use ft. “I would so much rather
give It back to me,” I said, “ than
cortainty, for * hope deferred,’ you know—."*
t know; I have been through the mill
will see all this In either next Sunday’s
Sunday following” I thanked him and
courage to inquire if he would read a story
It to the paper, “Why, certainly. We always
evervthing sent us ss o matter of duty.® If that was y
sarcasm 1 did not recognize It, as 1 was in & i

not absurd

mind ; but Ister I have wondered If It were
on its face for any reasonable person io

Anothor article which I had with me this editor
suggested 1 take to another paper which he
This pince was harder to get into. Thore was nothing

%

Yning and Yang Yon Dock Thelr collection eon-
talps over a thousand sxamples of solid colors, bleu da
nankin and other varieties

Tha large palnting by Werner Sohuch which Is ex-
Nilited at the Schaus Gallery lllustrates a scono in the |
Thirty Years War. Without referring to the expla-
pations 1t [s apparent that the pleture tells the story of
freo and easy soldlers upon the march. Tho aban-
doned flalds, rulned monastary In the distance and dull
gray sky suggest the gloom of war, but the soldiers
themaslves represent another phase. One trooper rid- |
g abead turns fn his saddie ns he ratses a flagon to !
pledge the vivandiere in the sutler's wagon just be-
hind, Deside the wagon marches a grizzled veteran,
pipe In mouth, indifferent to the contest near at hand,
the effort to force forward a stubborn donkey bearing
a woman who threatens the brufe with ralsed fish,
A ltttle girl weeps at her side. The musielans, langh- |
Ing at L spectacle, follow behind the cart, and after
them, relloved agalnst the horizon, ride the two com-
manders, the falr-halred Halberstadt in blus, Maansfeld |
In full ermor. The standard-boarer and soldiers
mounted or ot foot follow along the voad.  All this 1s |
sot forty with the thoroughness and fdellty of Ger- |
man academie art, ani the painting Is an excellent ox-
ample of a cortain historieal manner and also of & style |
of subject Involving recognition of the famillsr treat- '
mont favored of late yoars. Somé attempt at strong |
aotion and positive color Is to be seon In the painting of |
the horses In the foreground, but of purely pletorial
quality there is Hitlo to be sald. The subject Is sup-
posed to huve been found fn the second expadition of
Mannsfold and Halberstadt. As early as 1622 thess
two leadors had ravaged Mavence, Alsalia snd West-
phalla, and in 1635 they overran the archulshoprie of
Cologne.

The * Poor Assooiation,” of Baltimore, ls suthorized
to say that the galleries of Mr. W, T. Walters, No. 6
Mount Vernon Place, Baltimore, will be open to the
publia every Wednosday, from February 1 to May 1,
overy Satupday In April, Febmuary 29, and Easter
Monday. Nearly all American amateurs have some
pnow!edge of these dlstnguished collections of paint-
fngs and Orental art, and the opportunity presented
by v, Walters's generous interest in & worthy causo
will, doubtless, ba genorally appreciated, The opening
of thosn gallorles has become an important feature of
the yoar's art.  The Baltimore Amerfean publishes an

but & long narrow hall with a flight of stairs
hand pointing to the further end. At the end T
corned the elavator. “Editorial rooms” I
the man, We went up il the roof stopped us
was tald to ® walk to the end of the hall, turn
south-southwest, up a filght of stals, turn
north-northeast, go down thres steps, up four,
another fiight of stalrs, turn to the loft, and go
the further end of the hall® T followed instructions, i
wondering 1f the Signal Service had a
bullding. At the last step I found myself 'n a largs
room opening Into several small ones.
gentleman half rose to greot me. I fancy
noyed that » woman could have fourl him out withs
out special fnstruction. 1 A
of * The Sackbut,’ thought you
story.® “1 think you must want
next room,” bhe sald. Now, to
there were three Mr. Blanks in
n the doorway sizing them up,
man, to whom I handed my story.
M,umnmm."mnhr:u.m
Mr. Blank looked It over and sald, “I1f we
use It we will return It “T can eall for It
row and save you the trouble,” meekly said L
need mot troubls yourself, madam
here.” S0 he took up his pen and 1
solf dismissed. That night T sent &
stamps for postage and at Intervals
note, but never have 1

As 1 stepped from
Idly wondored why It was I
the noble army of the condemned carrying
orosses In the shape of rejected
IMMMMI&!MIM
newspaper, 80 I walked Into
the editos. “Three doors to
the corner, across the street,
stalrs.” Really, I thought, 1t
divinity that doth bedge
mswtqummgn
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account of the dpening on Wednosday, when James
Jtussell Lowell and Reverdy Johnson were among the
visltors. The new palntings mentioned are Dels-
erolx’s “ Lion and Serpont,” and Zamacols's * Walting
{n the Church Poreh,® both water colors, with Ziem's
large “ Venlce supset” and watar colors by George H.
Bonghton. In the great porcelaln galiery many changes
are noted, Just before the npum;; Mr. Waltors ro-
sived two eotohed portraits Imsolt
ﬁ:nhnd only throo dnl;l Lbelore lfn otoher's a'i’uh.”m'
An exhibition of painter-etehers has bean opened in
Parls at the galleries of Durand Ruel, and the “Joar-
nal dos Arts® pronounces the exhibition a briflant
success. No reproauctive work has been
Eaech artlst has arranged his work “1ike
in & studlo corner, disposed at the faney of the
wa for his friends and dilettantl.
hirth of the etehing from the first impulse in the

:i%%

of & palnted skotch or Arawlng, even to the definite

form, the *bon a tiror,! t;' w:’::‘ by W stistes |
t loast the best™ ol s 3

m‘-‘hnm l:l'm h.lu which ono sees only : -y “.
tench lh’m by axam what o, £ 0 .

painter Is s atteinpt to re

will anlist the mp% oo orlk !
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